Link to book: Ch. 1 Introduction - US History

Discussion 4:

1.  Browse both chapters and choose one of the images that the author uses to explain history.  Cite the page number, explain the type of image it is (i.e. painting, pamphlet, map, etc.) and give a general description of the image answering the five interrogative pronouns (who, what, when, where and why).

2.  Benjamin Franklin speaks about daily life in his Autobiography.  Write a 4-6 sentence paragraph explaining details about 18th century life that Benjamin Franklin described.  For example, how did he transport himself between cities, how did he earn a living, what did he eat, how did people dress, and what were ideas that were being discussed?

3.  Search online for a political photograph from the current calendar year that you believe will change the history of the current calendar year and post it to the discussion board, either by copying and pasting the image or by providing a link. Do not use political cartoons. Use photographs. Explain in 4-6 sentences why you think your particular image will have an effect on the history of the current calendar year.

Discussion 5:
1. The American Revolution was fought between 1776 and 1781 along the eastern seaboard of North America. Describe one battle that was fought in the American Revolution, and describe one of the commanding officers that fought in the battles. 4-6 sentences minimum.
 
2.  Search online for a painting that portrays an event or person from the American Revolution, and insert the image into your post to the discussion.  Give the title, year it was created, and name of the artist.  In a 4-6 sentence paragraph describe the painting, and how it affects your understanding of the American Revolution.  If you have challenges loading the image, please send me an email.  I would like it to look something like this:
 
[image: ]
The Battle Of Lexington, 19th April 1775 by William Barnes
 
3.  When the Americans fought against the British army and navy in the American Revolution, they were fighting the most well equipped and powerful fighting force on Earth.  Despite their lack of resources and smaller numbers, they were able to succeed with considerable help from the French and Spanish.  Initially, the Americans fought with small arms that they held as personal property.  Does the history of the American Revolution prove that owning small firearms is a way for citizens to defend themselves against tyrannical governments?

Discussion 6:
1. Look at the text of the U.S. Constitution found in the appendix of your book, and find and read the first 10 amendments (also known as the Bill of Rights) as well as the 14th amendment. Relate a personal experience under which you exercised a Constitutional right guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. Explain with a minimum of a 8-10 sentence paragraph.
 
2.   In what ways does the United States Constitution manifest the principles of both republican and democratic forms of government?  Cite specific examples in a 4-6 sentence paragraph.

3. The 10th amendment reads "The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people."  The Constitution does not specifically give the federal government the power to regulate marijuana, but the Constitution does specify that citizens of one state are entitled to enjoy the rights of other states.



The question is this:  Should states be allowed to legalize marijuana for unrestricted use if the federal government deems it illegal?

Discussion 7:
1. Benjamin Franklin is known for his wisdom and common sense.  After reading his autobiography up to this point, do you agree or disagree that he possessed wisdom and common sense?  Support your argument with examples from what you have read.  Write a minimum of 4-6 sentences.
2. How and why did canals, railroads, and steamships improve the economy of the United States in the early 19th century?  Write a 4-6 sentence paragraph.
3. In 1804 President Thomas Jefferson negotiated the sale of the Louisiana Territory, which nearly doubled the size of the United States, and led to an increase in American wealth and power.  Today that territory is an integral part of the nation and the history may indicate that acquisition of new territory made the nation more powerful, as well as expanding the culture of democracy and liberty.  Based on what you know about the Louisiana Purchase, should the United States today be attempting to expand its national boundaries?  For example, should the United States try to make British Columbia or Baja California Norte the 51st state?  Should the United States attempt to get African or Asian nations to become part of the United States?  Explain why or why not with a 4-6 sentence paragraph.

Discussion 8:
The textbook discusses Utopian visions and reform movements of early U.S. history. Have you ever considered what your utopia would be? In this discussion, we'll try something different.

Imagine it is 1840, and you and your followers want to start a new community. Please design your own utopia following these instructions:

1. Write the name and give the location of your utopia. Please make sure that it's within the U.S. boundaries of 1840 (California, Texas, Hawai'i and Alaska would be excluded).
2. How do you make your living?
3. What is your policy on children?
4. What is your policy on marriage?
5. How will you defend yourselves?
6. What form of governance will you have?
7. What are your religious beliefs, if any?
8. Finally, design a flag and post it. Use this Flag Making App to create the flag
Remember, it's 1840! No electricity. No cars, etc.

Post your utopian vision. Read the other utopian visions, and when you have found the utopia you think is the best one, send me an e-mail with your vote. You don't have to post responses, but you may. You must vote to earn credit for the assignment. 

YOU MAY NOT VOTE FOR YOUR OWN UTOPIA (otherwise we'd have a tie, with everyone receiving one vote). The top 5% of the vote getters will receive 20 points extra credit. In a face to face class, the winners get a candy bar, but I can't offer that to you in this class. A word to the wise... early posts usually garner more votes (but not always). Late posts never win.

******Finally, when you submit your vote please be sure to include the name of the person and the title of their utopia.******

Discussion 9:
1. Some historians have observed that the American victory in the Mexican War of 1846-1848 was a 'poison pill', as it precipitated the U.S. Civil War.  Was the United States justified in waging the Mexican War? Back up your opinion with arguments based on history. 4-6 sentences minimum.
2. Answer one of the two following questions:  The Civil War was fought in two general areas known as the Eastern Theater and the Western theater. Describe one battle that was fought in each theater, and describe one of the commanding officers that fought in the battles. 4-6 sentences minimum.  Go to the online Library of Congress
3. Choose one of the primary sources on Abraham Lincoln and read it or view it. Afterward, describe it in a 4-6 sentence paragraph. If you can't get the link to work, just send me an email.
4. If you had been alive during the time of the Civil War, which would you have preferred to have been and why?: 

A. A Union foot soldier
B. A Confederate officer
C. A runaway slave working as a spy
D. A wealthy northerner that paid $300 to get out of the army 
E. A woman hiding her lover, a man that recently deserted from the army.
F. A female nurse working in field hospitals near battlefields.
G. A smuggler running goods into the South from Mexico or Cuba.

Please write a minimum 4-6 sentence paragraph explanation.

Discussion 10:
1. After having read Benjamin Franklin's work, explain how it affected your understanding of colonial history in America.  Write a minimum of 4-6 sentences and cite at least one sentence from Benjamin Franklin's Autobiography.
2.  Explain what the Ku Klux Klan was and the methods employed by members of the Klan to achieve their goals.  Also go to the Freedmans Bureau Online, read an example of a report of assault from 1868, and describe what you learned. 
3. Some historians consider the 14th amendment as "the single most significant act of the Reconstruction era".  Read the 14th amendment HERE
The first section grants U.S. citizenship to every person born in the United States. The law was written to protect slaves from bondage by making them equal before the law. Considering trends in global migration and economy, would you change this law today if you could? Why or why not? Write a 4-6 sentence paragraph to support your arguments.
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